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WHEREAS, Afghan and Iraqi wartime allies were bridges to the Afghan and Iraqi people
during U.S. operations against terrorism in those countries; and
WHEREAS, Mission success was directly dependent on close working relations between
local nationals and U.S. agents; and
WHEREAS, Our wartime allies often served consecutive tours with several different units
to provide continuity; and
WHEREAS, Our wartime allies’ lives and the lives of their family members were
threatened for working with the Americans; and
WHEREAS, Our wartime allies saved countless American lives and directly contributed
to every level of tactical, operational, and strategic success during the missions in Iraq and
Afghanistan; and
WHEREAS, Special Immigrant Visa recipients and Priority 2 Refugee Admissions
Program recipients go through the strictest vetting and approval process of any category of person
coming to the U.S.; and
WHEREAS, This initiative is supported by all post 9/11 former secretaries of defense as
well as key national security leaders in the military, Department of State, and the intelligence
community; and
WHEREAS, The former chairmen of the 9/11 Commission have stated, "As former
chairman and vice chairman of the 9/11 Commission, we encourage the Congress to do everything
in its power to keep the nation's promise to Afghan and Iraqi combat translators and to ensure these
intrepid partners can achieve the American Dream. Special Immigrant Visas recipients from
Afghanistan and Iraq loyally protected our men and women in uniform. Many directly saved
American lives. Their future success will help to prevent the continued growth of Islamist terrorism
- the third goal identified by the 9/11 Commission. A great nation keeps its promises"; now,
therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The National Executive Committee of The American Legion in
regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 17-18, 2018, That The
American Legion urges the president of the United States and the U.S. Congress to recognize
the contributions of Afghan and Iraqi Special Immigrant Visa recipients and Priority 2
Refugee Admissions Program recipients who stood shoulder to shoulder with, assisted and
protected U.S. military servicemembers, U.S. diplomats and government agents, nongovernmental organizations and media organizations during U.S. involvement in those
countries.

